178                           MY    FATHER

In connection with domestic affairs he had been
acclaimed "champion of the people's liberties". He
had performed his duties as First Commissioner of
Works with diligence, courage, and conspicuous
ability, and had earned almost universal commenda-
tion. The Evening News itself had announced boldly
" We want more Lansburys", but on the subject of dis-
armament and international peace and goodwill he
was just "Old Muddlehead".

I will do the Evening News the justice of quoting
once again from their columns:

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION

Everybody, no matter what his politics, will sympathise
with Mr. George Lansbury and wish him a speedy
recovery.

We think very little of Mr. Lansbury's politics but a
great deal of his deep sincerity, his kindly and unassuming
personality and the courage and industry which he brings
to the thankless task of leading the Labour Party through
the dismal wilderness of Opposition,

Nor do we forget that when Labour was in power " Uncle"
George Lansbury earned the gratitude of the public as
First Commissioner of Works and when it fell was the one
Minister to retire with laurels.

(This note was written on December nth, 1933,
just after father had met with a serious accident.)

It is not to be wondered at that father is an enigma
to leader writers and news-producers* He is sincere
in all things. If you laugh at him for wanting to close
recruiting stations, disband the army, dismantle the